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October in Key West: The month the island goes full drag, full glitter and full
send. It's Fantasy Fest Fam!

October in Key West is when the island stops pretending to be... normal. (Mot
that she ever really was.) The breezes return, the sunsets sharpen, and
suddenly the whole place starts vibrating with the kind of anticipation you can
feel in your, erm, teeth. Fantasy Fest is coming — and the island behaves like
she's been waiting all year to show off. This year's theme: Musical Icons and
lconic Musicals!

For queer women, October feels like stepping into a world built by the most
theatrical, most creative, most delightfully unhinged parts of the community. The
costumes get bigger. The makeup gets brighter. The confidence gets louder.
And the island becomes a stage where everyone is invited to be their boldest,
weirdest, most expressive self.

The first half of the month is the warm-up. Decorations appear like little winks
from the universe. Locals start testing costume ideas in grocery store aisles.
Glitter becomes a casual daytime accessory. You can feel Fantasy Fest
stretching her wings, getting ready to take flight. Lesbhians on the island start
planning group themes, coordinating outfits, and debating whether this is finally
the year someone commits to a full body paint moment.

And then the events begin — the pre-parties, the art shows, the street fairs, the
early costume nights where everyone is still figuring out how dramatic they want
to be. Spoiler: very dramatic. October is when Key West's creativity hits
maximum voltage. You see couples in elaborate matching looks, friend groups
in costumes that clearly required a group chat, a spreadsheet and Mary who can
build any kind of set, float or background needed with the precision of a
seasoned architect. And, of course, there’s that one woman who always shows
up in something so spectacular she becomes the unofficial mascot of the night.



The island's energy becomes electric. Every street feels alive. Every bar feels
like a backstage dressing room. Every conversation feels like it's happening in
the middle of a parade. Fantasy Fest isn't just an event — it's a transformation.
Key West becomes a living, breathing art piece, and everyone gets to contribute
a brushstroke.

And in the middle of all this chaos, the ocean remains the island's grounding
force. October is prime time for Danger Charters. Their swim, snorkel, kayak and
paddleboard tours become the perfect daytime escape — a way to slip into the
mangroves or the wide open ocean, breathe, laugh, and enjoy the island's
natural beauty before diving back into the glitter storm. Maybe, add a little tan to
the canvas. There's something grounding about paddling through shady tunnels
while knowing you'll be in full costume by sunset after a solid disco nap. They
say, saltwater heals everything so it should work well on that hangover, too.

And then Fantasy Fest hits full stride. The parades, the costumes, the painted
bodies, the dancing, the creativity that borders on theatrical genius. The island
becomes a kaleidoscope — color, movement, music, joy. Lesbians thrive here,
weaving through the crowds with confidence, humor, and that unmistakable Key
West swagger. It's chaotic, it's expressive, it's unforgettable. Just be aware that
sometimes your female twosome may be just the addition someone else is
locking to add to their costume. Don't say | didn't warn you. No judging here!

Restaurants glow during Fantasy Fest and everyone participates. The patios fill
with laughter, the bars buzz with anticipation, and the conversations feel
brighter. You see locals who've been planning their looks for months, visitors
who are overwhelmed in the best way, and couples who treat Fantasy Fest like
their annual pilgrimage. The sense of community is palpable — wamm,
welcoming, and wonderfully queer. Shirt and shoes required... of course..

October in Key West is a celebration of creativity, courage, and joyful chaos. It's
the month when the island becomes a canvas and everyone becomes an artist.
If you're a lesbian who loves this place, Fantasy Fest feels like watching your
favorite girl step into her spotlight and absolutely own it. So Lez Go Out and bring
the lavender sparkle to the party. IFKYK.
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LGBT Book Reviews by C]Hm QL&: LGmzjf)p

““THE TERRIBLE, HORRIBLE, NO GOOD, VERY BAD GAY: ESSAYS™ BY ELIOT GLAZER
c.2026, Gallery Books | 528.99 | 240 pages

The mesase Y oy try, and you try.
Terrible, Horrible,
No Good, Once, twice, you go back at that thorny

issue, the dream you have, the punchline
that’s not hitting quite right. Sometimes,
time is all you need to make it better, or
a new approach, or a second look, And
then there are days when you actually
get things right, as in “The Terrible,
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Gay” by
Eliot Glazer, and it's all good.

Throughout his life, Eliot Glazer has
made mistakes. And it's okay, evervhody
trips and falls now and then. In his case,
el T ATF though, he's perfectly willing to
ELIOT GLAZER document his failures, foibles, and

whoopsies in this book.

He writes of his mother, Sandi, “a Queens-born balabosta” who
wouldn't tolerate laziness in herself or Glazer. He found work as soon
as he was legally able to do so, and he had many jobs throughout high
school. He was a gardener, ice cream scooper, camp counselor, golf
caddy, chocolatier, telemarketer, and video store clerk. The one that fit
him best, however, was working at Talbots, a department store for
older women, where he found his people.

Even with all those jobs , he was a theater kid in his time off, little
though it was. Back then, he was just a boy growing up on Long Island
but swagger was important, so swagger he did. He still appreciates a
good Broadway show, even the silliest ones.



Glazer says that he had just recently come out when gayness exploded
on TV with Will and Grace and Queer Eye for the Straight Guy, with
which he was obsessed. It helped him feel not othered, he says.
Producers of the reboot asked him to be a second-generation Eye, but
Glazer turned them down, though he thinks he'd have been good at it.

The show helped him with love of décor. His unexpected advisory skills
came naturally, through age and wisdom and learning that wild
partying isn’t really so much fun.

As for finding love, well, that’s a long, boy-meets-boy-meets-boy story..

So you're looking for something to easily pick up and put down,
something that speaks to your inner impatience? You'll find that in

“The Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Gay,” a book that's
practically meant for you to skip around and you don't have to read

everything.

Essays can be like that, which is nice, even refreshing. Author Eliot
Glazer is entertaining enough to make things work, engaging enough
to keep it moving, and funny enough to make you want more of what
he has to say. He's open with his life and, despite his fame, his writing
isn't lofty; you can expect stories that'll make you snort and ones with
spice, but also some surprisingly tender moments that soften this book
in a way that’s just right.

Readers who want a quick, mostly-lite book to finish will find
something appealing in this collection of essays. If you don’t mind a bit
of non-linearity and you need a laugh, “The Terrible, Horrible, No
Good, Very Bad Gay.” is worth a try,



Number One Rated Date Spot in the United States!
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Ain't No Tail As Tasty As Yellow Taill

Two Seatings: 6PM & 8PM, Monday - Saturday

411 Petronia St
305-509-7271

Please book through « ) operTable:

DEAN TOWNSEND

YOUR KEY WEST REALTOR

WHETHER YOU ARE LONGING FOR A PART-TIME TROPICAL ESCAPE,
OR YOU CHOOSE TO SETTLE INTO THE ISLAMD LIFE PERMAMNENTLY,
| CAM HELP YOU DISCOVER THE CHARMING VICTORIAN COTTAGE,
STUNNING OCEANFONT CONDOMINIUM, OR HISTORIC
OLD TOWHN ESTATE OF YOUR DREAMS

| BET YOU WILL LOVE LIVING IN KEY WEST AS MUCH AS | DO.

J05-F42-1389 | DEANTOWHNSEND.COM
33D FLUMING STRELT, CEY WIEST, FL 33040
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DON'T GO CHASING WATERFALLS

The New York Post recently had a lukewarm hot take on nutrition. Their
big reveal: people should stop eating lettuce because lettuce is “mostly
water.” Although, not if you get your lettuce in a Taylor Farms bag. If you
get your lettuce from Taylor Farms, then your lettuce is mostly water and
precarious amount of poop bacteria. In culinary circles they call that
“umami.” Oh, also human beings are mostly water. So, this is your annual
reminder to not eat humans. Though, these days, getting away with
cannibalism is probably cheaper than trying to buy hamburger meat. Good
times!

And though | don't believe Americans should stray even further off the
path of eating real food; | do think we've fetishized hydration to an extreme
now. Do | think reusable water bottles are great for both people and the
environment: sure. Do | think you need to be carrying a keg of H20 around
with you, probably not.

My mother and her friends are all in their 70s and 80s. One of them
recently told me that she had to start carrying around her toddler-sized
water bottle with her “other arm” because her doclor said the weight of
always carrying things on one side of her body was messing up her hips.
The only thing she ever carries around is that water bottle. Her fixation on
hydration is actually giving her hip dysplasia. What are we doing here,
people?!

Most days, | go for a walk. When I'm on tour, | find it's a good way to get
a feel for a city. And, when I'm home, it's a nice way to look for cute guys
with cuter dogs and see if | can find love in a hopeless place. | was walking
down along the marina in San Diego last week. A lovely place to walk. And
almost every single person was carrying a giant water bottle. Many were
decorated with sassy phrases. “My other bottle is a wine bottle” and "“Live,



Love, Rose" and, my perscnal favorite, “Jesus touched my water.” (| have
a suspicion that the people of San Diego have a drinking problem.)

I wasn’t shocked to see most people carrying around water bottles. But
what | was shocked at was the measurements of these bottles. | don't care
how fast you're running to try and escape death; you do not need more
than 32oz of water for your jog. | mean, at some point you have to just
double up on the aquatic dumbbells you're all dragging around and just
call it strength training.

| saw one woman who was dressed far better than any of us. She was
in a simple corporate casual outfit, not the assortment of athleisure wear
we were all in. But she was still carrying this giant metal water jug of a
container. I'll give her credit. It didn't have any silly sayings or decals on it.
It was a simple, sleek silver cylinder with what seems to be a seamless
screw top lid. No tacky plastic straw popping out the top. | commented as
| mall-walked past her, | love your water bottle.” Because, although it was
far too large, like the rest of them, at least it had some style. It was the
classiest water bottle I'd seen.

The only trouble is it wasn't a water bottle. The shock on her face when
| said what | said made me take a closer look as | passed her. It was an
urn. It was an urn with a loved one's ashes in it that she was taking down
to the marina to scatter into the sea.

When | am in San Diego, | only walk in the park now.

Brad Loekle’s latest comedy special & album, “Brash Boys Club” is

available on Amazon, AppleTV, iTunes, and other platforms. He

was a semi-finalist on NBC's “Last Comic Standing”. He can be

seen every week on TruTV's “World’s Dumbest”, has written for

Joan Rivers on E! “Fashion Police” & tours internationally. His book,

“My Big Gay Life" is available on Amazon. For all this and more,
check out: www.bradloekle.com

Lol
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PUT,ON.YOUR WIG &'JOIN US His FANTASY,FEST!

OCT 15 - 23, 2026

FOR TICKETS CALL 305-294-5015
WATERFRONTPLAYHOUSE.ORG
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. “COME CELEBRATE WITH JOEY. f : N
-/ THE BOYS OF BOURBON AND © [
ALLYOUR FRIENDS! = 4 -

WED' SDAY,
OCTOBER 1

oPMTIL |
. MIDNIGHT! |

SPECIAL GUEST

~  PERFORMANCE!
" 2 FOR 1 DRINK:

* SPECIALS!

“GAY OWNED AHIJ

" ' OPERATED FOR § ;

31 YEAHS'

FOR UPDATES ON THIS E SE 'quSIT _1 ql i
" "Bourbon3tPub.com
. facebook.com/bou T "i}
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801 Bourbon Bar

~ Bourbon S, Pub
x FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 ¢

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 '
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

AFTERLIFE, THE AWAKENING

I

BB Shcovor Stations and Sonsual | \KINKY GOUPLES pRATY

; Performances. DOORS OPEN AT 7PM rh[ls;EE?B:vEHthgli?&eliy
MONDAY OCTOBER 19 for couples. A special ‘
SUES D QU1 TONS Fonoivier batex satartaingl
UNDERWEAR PARTY ; RubberDoll! Live Dark'n

Private.10PM - 4AM Dancing, Live DJ, Private

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 gtr:tal;el’sr%r:;ﬂ %1;5!; |2:r'
DESIRE MALE FETISH PARTY | | Only! SHOWTIMES

|| |} Private, Fetish Attire Encouragev 7. :
DJ, Exhibition Areas. 10PM-4AM |~ ATBPM& 11PM ;?E - ! 1

” meRSMF OCTOBER 22

5 = EXXXPOSED
Voyeur/Exhibition Areas, Foam
Party, DJ Gyver, Dutduur Laser
Light Show, Black Out & Black
Light Party Inside. 10PM - 4AM

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
BOURBON ST. AFTERNOON

POOL PARTY
Poolside Dance Party. NOON - 5PM /

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
VIP BALCONY PARADE BASH
Best View of the Fantasy Fest

Parade from the Grand Balcony.
DOORS OPEN AT 6PM

F

TIGKET SALES A1{ KEYSTIX. CG

|ﬂuurlmn S Puh| New Orleans H{mse] 391 Iﬁﬂﬂ Bar]

FOR UPDATES UN THESE EVENTS PLEASE VISIT:
BourbonStPub.com or facebook.com/bourbonstpub
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SECOND ANNUAL

/. ATURDAY OCTOBER 10

EPM S OWTIME
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SPECIAL
GUEST
JUDGES

SUSHI JOEY
lconic Starof the NYE ~ SCHROEDER
High Heel Shoe Drop Owner
for 25 Years! Bourbon St. Pub
bourbonstpub.com/iftheshoefits

com/Iftheshoefitskw + INSTA: @iftheshoe
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Still Using ...
Vistaprint? -

Same quality.
Better choice.
E——————
¥ vistaprint printing
500 Business Cards
Full Color Premium « 2 Sided * Glossy Full Color 16pt + 2 Sided « Glossy
Product Price 545.99 Product Price
Shipping 512.99 Shipping
Tax 54.72 Tax

TOTAL $67.70 ot §37.70
Cilenee ) G
~ (t%) YOU SAVE $30.00

"X~/ ON EVERY 500 BUSINESS CARDS!

printlng PREMIUM

QUALITY TURN l.' ' OLIND

WHY PAY MORE?

ORDER TODAY
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PASSION MEETS PARADISE
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SSUNDAY, OCTOBER 215 - Spm «

GOLD POOL PARTY d
 Come celebrate 50 Years of Fabulous in honor
of our GOLDEN BIRTHDAY! No clothing required,
wear something GOLD! Geld décor, cups, .
‘balloons and crowns, and everything gold! Tons
- of free appetizers served by Golden pool boys,
— % free shots, giveaways, and 2-4-1 on all cocktails!

A
. v

PAPARAZII RDW HL{ICK PiRT‘I."

W 4 Costumes, creativity and community. S‘Iriim a..
N '« pose on the red carpet, hit the 360-selfie s‘lnrtlon
and grab a cocktail before the march. .
Right Outside on FLEMING & WHITE ST.

ERIDAY, OCTOBER 23 10pm - 2am .

g ’ﬁIBHIEHT MASS: A HEATED GAYTHERING »
Carlrng all daddies, jocks, bears, and everybody’ .
3 in between fora nlght of raw attraction and e -
- | unleased inhibitions! Communal alters, swings, *

d and absolutely NO judgements. Watch or play!

SUNDAY; OGTOBER 25 Noon - 4pm

BOWTIES & BIRTHDAY SUITS .

An EPIC, gay men’s clothing-optional poul part'g.r' w -
¥ Rock your complimentary Bowtie! Great music, 25

wi- of videos and friendly shot boys! .

P o
: ggg}ﬂg‘ of Fobulous .

1129 Fleming 5t. | KeyWIes. L 33040 | IslandHouse.com

ALL GAY, Bl, TRANS, QUEER + BROTHERS WELCOME!
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M. ANGIA MANGI A

PASTA & SEAFOOD CAFE

HOMEMADE PASTA, GLUTEN FREE & VEGAN
Open every day at 5:30 PM, seating until 10:00 PM.

INDOOR/OUTDOOR SEATING

900 Southard Street, Key West, FL 33040
(305) 294-2469

www.Mangia-Mangia.com
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2026 “GOLD” Pool Parties
in honor of our GOLDEN BIRTHDAY!

Gold décor, cups, balloons and crowns,
golden pool boys and everything gold!

Webpnespay, OctoBen 21sT * 5-8pm
FANTASY FEST EDITION!

Wepnespay, Novemsen 18TH * 5-8pm

' Webnespay, Decemeen 30TH * 5-8pm
New Yeanrs Eve FINALE!

¥ 1129 Fleming St. | Key West-FL 33040 | IslandHouse.com
ALL GAY, Bl, TRANS, QUEER + BROTHERS WELCOME!



WEEKLY EVENTS

ﬂl:l1
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberis Live at 9 PM

------------------------

WEDNESDAY

AR AR R R E R R

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at 5 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Jeﬂ‘ Maoss singing live at 8 PM

Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberts Live at 9 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Jeff Moss singing live_at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Boys Night Out starting at 10 PM

Saloon 1
Cock Shock contest at Midnight

@ & & & & & & & B & @ & B & F B B R E R & @ &8

SATURDAY

801
Drag Shows at 5, 9, & 11 PM

Bourbon
Naked Pool Party at Noon
Jeff Moss singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberls Live at 9 PM

801
Karaoke starting at 4 PM
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
After Tea7 PM - 10 PM
Jeff Moss singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at Noon

801 - 807 Duval Street
Bourbon - 724 Duval Street
Island House - 1129 Fleming St
La Te Da - 1125 Duval St
Saloon 1 - 504 Pefronia St



ASK NANA

-mé.tﬁ el d mm

nana@k&yw&stgaymg com

Deat ‘_,UM,

My boyfriend has the largest blackhead on his back that I've ever
seen. | mean, it's Dr. PimplePopper-level huge. He won't let me try
to remove it. He hates going to the doctor and says that he knows
it's not a medical problem so he'd rather just leave it be. But it's
absolutely heinous and | can't stand to look at it when I'm topping
him in doggy. What can | do?!

So, you don't like looking at his
humpback while you're
barebacking him, huh? You're
kind of in a pickle, sweet cheeks.
On one hand, | totally get where
you're coming from. | wouldn't
want to stare down that mess
every time you watch him leave a
room either. But on the other
hand, or shoulder, “his body, his
choice!” So, what's a boy to do?
Have you tried giving him a back
massage and trying to work your
way up to the problem? Or, you
could buy him a cupping therapy
session at a spa and tip them
extra to suction cup that chimera out of him. And, if none of that
works, you're just going to have to ham-slam him in the missionary
position until he changes his mind.




Deat Nana,

My boyfriend wants to go as zombie Dolly Parton this Halloween.
He's a huge fan of hers and he totally means it as a sort of homage
to her, but | think it's in terrible taste. | don't want to ruin his fun but
| think people will take it badly. What should | do?

Break up with that monster!
Honestly, what is wrong with
some of you people?! | turned a
blind eye when | saw a “Slutty
Ruth Bader Ginsberg” a few
years ago. But | cannot stay
silent when it comes to Dally.
She will always be a national
treasure and was probably the
last decent American left. Can't
he just wear a harness and a
jockstrap like the rest of your
people?! Has he no decency
left? You tell that little
cock-goblin that he's gonna
have to go through me to get to
Dolly. | will beat his ass so bad
that it will look like a coat of
many colors when I'm done
with it!

DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS? OF COURSE YOU DO! WHY NOT LET NANA HELP YOU?!

ffﬂdgfa-mz ?’aﬁs?’zkmf fe- nana@keywestgayrag.com
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WHORE-@-SCOPES

AQUARIUS JAN 20-FEB 18
You're the reason shampoo has
instructions.

PISCES FEB 19 - MAR 20
| see you're still trying to make that
haircut happen.

ARIES MAR 21-APR 19
You look like you struggle with a
two-piece puzzle.

TAURUS AFPR 20 - MAY 20

Your wardrobe gives maijor
"renovation budget constraint”
realness.

GEMINI MAY 21 - JUN 20
You've never met a buffet you
couldn't defeat.

CANCER JUN 21-JUL 22
That outfit screams, "l bought this at
the gas station on the way here."

LEO JUL 23-AUG 22
You're the reason they turn the
lights on at 4 AM.

VIRGO AUG 23-SEP 22
You're like a broken record, except
the song wasn't good to begin with.

LIBRA SEP23-0CT22
You're a solid 4 on a good day, and
today is a rainy Tuesday.

SCORPIO OCT23-NOV 21
You're the type of guy who lists
"traveling” as a hobby but only goes
to the Garden Bar.

SAGITTARIUS NOV 22-DEC 21
| love your hair, it really distracts
from everything else.

CAPRICORN DEC 22 - JAN 19
Who chose that outfit for you, a
blind raccoon?



HOT NARKED POOL PRRTIES

HOT NAKED

SUNDAYS

FREE SHOTS / POOL/BOYS [ VIDEGS #MUSIC / GIVEAWAYS

www.islandhouse.com
1120 FLEMING ST KEY WEST 305.2904.6284
“All gay, hi trans, n:ulmm’xI + hruthtrs Htltm!.i A
7 Vi S
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IsLAnd HouSe

1129 Fleming St - 305.294.6284

Day Pass Memberships Available 9am-1am

24hr food & bar full gym two jacuzzis
happy hour dry sauna sun loungers
pool parties steamroom sun deck

All Gay, Bi, Trans, Queer + Brothers Welcome



