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Welcome To
Paradisel

September is when Key -
West welcomes the women
to enjoy the island and all it
has to offer.

While some of the events
are open to all, it's
important to understand
that they need their spaces
\ as well. There are plenty of
places for the men to go so
the women can have their
time together!
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September in Key West is when the island shifts her weight, tosses her hair, and
says, “Alright ladies, it's your turn.” Womenfest arrives like a glittery, sun drenched
gueer migration — a week where the island becomes a full scale lesbian
playground, complete with pool parties, sunset sails, drag shows, dance nights,
and that unmistakable hum of sapphic joy vibrating through every street. If August
is intimate, September is electric. It's the month when Key West feels like she's
hosting a reunion for every queer woman who's ever loved her.

Womenfest has a way of transforming the island overnight. Suddenly, everywhere
you look, there are couples holding hands, friend groups in matching tank tops,
and solo travelers who came for “a little vacation™ and end up leaving with twenty
new best friends. The energy is magnetic — the kind of energy that makes even
the locals walk a little taller, smile a lite wider, and remember why this island is
such a haven for queer women in the first place.

The days start with pool parties, where the sun is high, the music is loud, and the
vibe is pure lesbian summer camp. You see every flavor of queer woman: the
sporty ones already halfway through a seltzer at 11 a.m., the artsy ones floating on
unicorn rafts, the couples who swore they weren't going to be “that couple” and are
absolutely being that couple. There's something beautiful about watching
strangers become friends in the span of a single afterncon — sunscreen shared,
chairs pulled closer, laughter echoing off the water.

And then there are the excursions, the ones that make Womenfest feel like a true
Key West experience. The sunset sails are legendary — a boat full of queer
women drifting across the Gulf as the sky melts into pink and gold. It's impossible
not to feel romantic, even if you're single, even if you're just there for the drinks and
the breeze. The ocean has a way of softening everyone, making conversations
deeper, smiles easier, and connections feel inevitable.

Daytime adventures take on a special glow during Womenfest, especially when
you head out with Lazy Dog Adventures. Renting kayaks or paddleboards



becomes a social event — a flotilla of lesbians weaving through mangroves,
laughing, splashing, pretending they're outdoorsy enough to do this every
weekend. Their day tours are peak September magic: warm water, shady
mangrove tunnels, and that perfect mix of adventure and flitation. It's impossible
not to bond with the people paddling beside you, even if half the group is secretly
hoping someone else will steer.

But the nights — the nights are where Womenfest truly shines. Drag shows
packed with queer women cheering so loudly the performers beam. Dance parties
where the DJ knows exactly what the girls want. Bars overflowing with couples,
singles, friend groups, and that one woman who somehow knows everyone. The
island feels alive in a way that's uniquely feminine, uniquely queer, uniquely Key
West.

Queer-friendly restaurants glow during Womenfest. The conversations are louder,
the laughter richer, the sense of community unmistakable. You see familiar faces
from past years, new faces who instantly feel like part of the family, and couples
celebrating anniversaries, proposals, or just the joy of being somewhere that feels
like home. September is when the island's queer heartbeat becomes impossible to
ignore — steady, strong, and full of love.

And through it all, Key West herself seems to lean in. The breezes return. The
sunsets stretch longer. The nights feel softer. The island becomes a backdrop for
connection — romantic, platonic, spontaneous, long awaited. Womenfest isn't just
a festival; it's a reminder of what this island has always been for queer women: a
sanctuary, a celebration, a place where you can show up exactly as you are and
be met with warmth. Every event and scheduled moment can be found at
hitps:/igaykeywestl.com/womenfest, and you should become intimately familiar
with what's being offerad!

September in Key West is loud, joyful, sweaty, romantic, chaotic, and deeply
tender. It's the month when the island belongs to the girls — and the girls belong
to each other. If you're a lesbian who loves this place, Womenfest feels like
coming home. So Lez Go Out and show Key West what we're made of... spice
and dykes and everything nice.
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LGBT Book Reviews by Crm QL&chmjm

“WHEN MEMORY FADES: WHAT TO EXPECT AT EVERY STAGE, FROM EARLY SIGNS TO
FULL SUPPORT FOR ALZHEIMER'S AND DEMENTIA™ BY NATHANIEL CHIN, MD

€.2026, St. Martin’s Essentials | $30.00 | 422 pages

Mom called you in a panic the other
day.

She'd lost her keys and by the time you
arrived to help, she'd found them.

In the refrigerator.

These kinds of things keep happening,
not often but often enough, and you don’t
know quite what to worry about. But in
the new book “When Memory Fades™ by

Nathaniel Chin, MD, you’ll learn about
NATHAMIEL CHIN, MD the journey ahead, for both of you.

You can't remember why you walked into
a room. You got lost last week, going to
the bank. Popular wisdom says that things like that are normal as we
age, but Chin says that's not true — although the answer may not be a
worst-case scenario, either. Yes, memory problems could just be signs
of stress, dehydration, or lack of sleep — or is it time to see a doctor?

Chin says maybe, yes.

He was working his way through medical residency when his father, a
geriatrician in Madison, Wisconsin, was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.
Chin, now a geriatrician, was blindsided, but that diagnosis also
changed his life.

Here, he writes about the brain, and how Alzheimer’s and dementia
are diagnosed, explaining that dementia has many faces and,



depending on a doctor’s evaluation, memory problems might be slowed
or improved. He shares his father's illness with readers, but he also
writes about his mother, a steadfast, steady caretaker.

Her story reminds reader-guardians to care for themselves, too.

Know how to talk the talk, so that you can have “a more productive”
conversation with your doctor. Understand that there’s nothing
“normal” about dementia or Alzheimer’s. Know the statistics — African
Americans are affected with dementia twice as much as whites — and
know how to lower your risks. Learn here what questions to ask, how
to break the news to everyone, and any legal matters that will be
important soon. And know how to tend to you.

Says Chin, “The best action you can take is to educate yourself... The
more you understand, the better equipped you are to make sound
judgments.”

Something’s off about Dad, just a lot of little things that don’t add up.
When is it time to step in? “When Memory Fades” can help you decide.
Wise, wide-spread, comprehensive, and compassionately helpful, this
is a book you can read and then take it to the doctor with your loved
one. It's a book that makes sense when nothing else does, and its
biggest feature is that it smoothly transitions from easy-to-grasp
science and charts, to gentle coaching for caregivers. Author Nathaniel
Chin, MD writes with storvtelling, humility, grace, and experience
from both sides of the Alzheimer’s/dementia issue, and his words are
reassuring but also urgent. Learn, but don't wait, he says. Know how
to safeguard vourself. See vour doctor, and don’t fear testing. Watch for
signs of depression. And never, ever stop asking for help.

Read those last seven words, and find “When Memory Fades” now, It's
a book to have on your shelf, whether vou're 45 or 95 because, as you'll
see, dementia happens and knowledge is key,



Number One Rated Date Spot in the United States!
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Ain't No Tail As Tasty As Yellow Taill

Two Seatings: 6PM & 8PM, Monday - Saturday

411 Petronia St
305-509-7271

Please book through « ) operTable:

DEAN TOWNSEND

YOUR KEY WEST REALTOR

WHETHER YOU ARE LONGING FOR A PART-TIME TROPICAL ESCAPE,
OR YOU CHOOSE TO SETTLE INTO THE ISLAMD LIFE PERMAMNENTLY,
| CAM HELP YOU DISCOVER THE CHARMING VICTORIAN COTTAGE,
STUNNING OCEANFONT CONDOMINIUM, OR HISTORIC
OLD TOWHN ESTATE OF YOUR DREAMS

| BET YOU WILL LOVE LIVING IN KEY WEST AS MUCH AS | DO.

J05-F42-1389 | DEANTOWHNSEND.COM
33D FLUMING STRELT, CEY WIEST, FL 33040
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ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 2.0H!

If you live long enough, everything comes back from the dead.
Even Andrew Lloyd Webber. Granted he's never technically been
dead yet... except to Patti LuPone. But his works are making
innovative comebacks in both London and New York, and it seems
like you still “gotta get a gimmick” if you want to get ahead in 2026.
There's Sunset Boulevard, which now meanders outside the
theater with the title track. A feat | find much more impressive in
NYC than London, just given how violently aggressive us New
Yorkers can get when someone is walking slow in front of us...
more or less singing! (Though, | do think the NYC production
missed an opportunity when they didn’t cast the NYC Pizza Rat as
Norma’s pet chimpanzee). And, of course, we now have Evita on an
honest to almost goodness balcony outside the theater asking the
West End and Times Square not to cry for her. (Which we haven't).
And, finally the most recent, and innovative, addition: Cats! Which
is no longer called Cats! But, rather, Jellical Ball. They've brilliantly
superimposed the original plot of Cats! onto the queer, BIPOC drag
ballroom scene of the 80s and 90s. Which is a huge improvement
when you consider that the original plot for Cats! was that a series
of cats come out and introduce themselves, in song after endless
song, until one of them is chosen to die and is put on a tire and shot
into the sky. So, yeah... turning Cats! into just about anything else
is a huge leap forward for feline-kind.

But | wonder, now, if all Webber musicals are about to become
interactive in these ways. Will the next one be Starlight Express: the
whole second act takes place on the A train. The homeless people



get to be the ensemble. It will still cost $375 for a seat and a return
fare is NOT included with your ticket price.

Maybe, Phantom! Forget the chandelier bit. Soooo 80s. We're
going straight into the not-so-Majestic sewers below the Phantom’s
theater so we can see him gondola the girl right past a fat-berg of
butt wipes and used drug baggies.

Or how about Jesus Christ Superstar. Easy: we actually crucify an
actor in Times Square. That gross Maked Cowboy idiot can play
King Herod. And we can have all the creepy folks who were
un-licensed costume versions of Elmo and Iron Man play the
lepers. We'll use the M&M Store as the garden of Gethsemane...
obviously.

And finally, | want to see a modern reimagining of Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat. Every night, Joseph's brothers
will call ICE who will raid the theater and black bag Donny Osmond
while he sings his way to an El Salvadoran super prison. Think of
the number of DEI stunt casting we can get through in EIGHT
shows a week?! It will be a huge hit with the MAGA crowd. A crowd
that has, historically, skipped Broadway on their trips to NYC to
take photos in front of the 9/11 memorial and scream at people who
don't look like them.

Give my regards to Broadway!

Brad Loekle’s latest comedy special & album, “Brash Boys Club” is

available on Amazon, AppleTV, iTunes, and other platforms. He

was a semi-finalist on NBC's “Last Comic Standing”. He can be

seen every week on TruTV's “World’s Dumbest”, has written for

Joan Rivers on E! “Fashion Police” & tours internationally. His book,

“My Big Gay Life" is available on Amazon. For all this and more,
check out: www.bradloekle.com
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PUT,ON.YOUR WIG &'JOIN US His FANTASY,FEST!

OCT 15 - 23, 2026

FOR TICKETS CALL 305-294-5015
WATERFRONTPLAYHOUSE.ORG
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*\ THESEARCH IS ON

i  FORTHE NEXT QUEEN
OF NEW YEAR'S!
" WHO WILL BE
g TioNaL S IN THE SHOE?
COMPETTONSSSE 9 prrmUEYOUR
¥y ~ ' ROOM Now!

Stop b} the New Orleans
House, call 305-293-9800

~ or 888-293-9893 or email
e NewOrleansHouseKW@aol.com
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o FREE SHOW ON OUR DUVAL
Y / Key\}(/est . STREETSTAGEAT 9PM

f ’ Featuring Live Local &
-""P International Entertalnment

DI GYVER AND A LASER SHOW WITH KEY WEST LASERS
‘—_'?"“ _ After Mldmght'PoonTde Dance Party!

W 20 ’- Wﬂdlw HCKHS ON SALE DECEMBER 1, 2026
Al - Top Shelf Open Bar and Private Restrooms. —%
ABRA "Zlnlyr 150 Tickets Available! Gupranteed to Selluutl ‘

' Balgn},r ing space is limited, first come fi rst serve.
o reserved spaces. Rain or shine. No Refunds.
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DOG TAG DANCGE PARTY
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N PUPPY Pﬂlll. TY

f NOON - TIL
Hosted by Holly Dae!
. Pool Games, Prizes and
! ) Shot Pups!
: | DOGGY STYLE
. | GLOTHING OPTIONAL
POOLSIDE FOAM
& PARTY 10PM - 4AM
\. Fetish Gear Encouaraged!
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NOON - TIL

Best in Show Contest,

Pup Games and Prizes!
\ Leave your Inhibitions

B at the Door!
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ALL WELCOME
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M. ANGIA MANGI A

PASTA & SEAFOOD CAFE

HOMEMADE PASTA, GLUTEN FREE & VEGAN
Open every day at 5:30 PM, seating until 10:00 PM.

INDOOR/OUTDOOR SEATING

900 Southard Street, Key West, FL 33040
(305) 294-2469

www.Mangia-Mangia.com
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2026 “GOLD” Pool Parties
in honor of our GOLDEN BIRTHDAY!

Gold décor, cups, balloons and crowns,
golden pool boys and everything gold!

Noon-4Pm 5-Berm
Sunpay, Serremeen 20TH Webpnespay, Novemeer 18TH
5-8pm’ 5-8pm
Wepnespay, Octogen 21sT Wepnespay, Decemeen 30TH
' FANTASY FEST EDITION! New Yeans Eve FINALE!
p -

h. '\

¥ 1129 Fleming St. | Key West-FL 33040 | IslandHouse.com
ALL GAY, Bl, TRANS, QUEER + BROTHERS WELCOME!



WEEKLY EVENTS

ﬂl:l1
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberis Live at 9 PM

------------------------

WEDNESDAY
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801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at 5 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Jeﬂ‘ Maoss singing live at 8 PM

Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberts Live at 9 PM

801
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
Jeff Moss singing live_at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Boys Night Out starting at 10 PM

Saloon 1
Cock Shock contest at Midnight
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SATURDAY

801
Drag Shows at 5, 9, & 11 PM

Bourbon
Naked Pool Party at Noon
Jeff Moss singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

La Te Da
Randy Roberls Live at 9 PM

801
Karaoke starting at 4 PM
Drag Shows at 9 PM and 11 PM

Bourbon
After Tea7 PM - 10 PM
Jeff Moss singing live at 8 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at Noon

801 - 807 Duval Street
Bourbon - 724 Duval Street
Island House - 1129 Fleming St
La Te Da - 1125 Duval St
Saloon 1 - 504 Pefronia St



nana@keywestgayrag.com

Dear Nana,

My boyfriend has the largest blackhead that you've ever seen.
It's on his neck behind his ear, but not so far behind he can't see
it. I mean, | know he also feels it because it’s like a caterpillar is
playing peekaboo from behind his ear. He has a phobia about
going to doctors. Any sort of doctor. Except dentists, but | think
that's because they give him laughing gas the moment he gets in
the chair to calm his anxiety. He won't let me remove it myself (and
| really, really want to). And he won't go to a dermatologist, even
though he knows it's just a black head and not anything to be
worried about. It's just going to keep growing until, eventually, it
will be like he has two heads?! How do | help him to get over this
phobia and get rid of that gross thing on his neck?

You know, when | read that first sentence, | really thought we'd be
having a much sexier conversation about your boyfriend and his
engorged black head. But then | realized you meant a goddamn
pimple?! Well, at my age you take the thrills where you can get
them. And who hasn’t enjoyed popping a pimple or picking at a
scab. Especially boys! Which is why I'm shocked he's so adverse to
getting rid of his little friend. | mean, the only thing vainer than a gay
man is a female divorcée. I'm sure he has some reason for this
phobia. Some past medical trauma he might not have told you
about. So, | would tread lightly when dealing with someone's
phobias. That's a big-ticket item better left to the professionals. But
when it comes to simply dealing with the throbbing black head in
front of you (and behind him) here's my advice: Men are dogs so



treat them as such. What you want to do is put a few milligrams of
Xanax or valium or whatever other pharmaceutical trail mix you
gays have around the house and put it in a piece of bologna and
feed it to him. For gays, | find cuts like prosciutto or mortadella to
work the best. Once he's blissfully asleep, lay down a drop cloth, put
on your protective goggles and get to popping!

Peat Nana,

I'm a bottom who has just turned 46 and | suddenly don't enjoy
bottoming the way | used to. Any tips for how to revive my back
door?

Bette Davis once said "growing old aint for sissies.” But she was
referring more to the fact that aging takes a lot out of even the
strongest people. But | guess the same might be said for the
strongest bottoms. Though I'm not a gay man, | did enjoy a decent
amount of backdoor banging back in my day. It was hotter then
because it was illegal. Something about committing a crime of
passion just makes you cum harder. The one medical thing you
could check is to see how your testosterone is doing. If you have
dramatically lowered sex drive all of the sudden in middle age, that
is one thing a doctor might be able to help you with. But other than
that, it might be time to ponder whether, for you, bottoming was
young man’'s game. Perhaps you're entering your dominant top
era? | mean... if that orange shit bag can occupy the White
House... you're certainly qualified to occupy a bottom.

DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS? OF COURSE YOU DO! WHY NOT LET NANA HELP YOU!
&m’;@amz questions to: nana@keywestgayrag.com



“DELECTABLE"
L ek ek
Ly W -_‘3’;‘ r PLJ:"FSTDSEE.EDM

TICKETS AVA 'BLEGNUH'E$

/' LATEDAICOM ' |
TUES-THUR-FRI-SAT |

9PM
Florida Keys

O&/E&/ FORINFO PLEASE CALL &KeyWest

N25 DuvaL ST. 3 _‘y‘:umc as you are”

Kery WesT, FL 33040 305-296-6706

) gl |
L. 0. 0 & e

GSCENE.COM 7wy

RAMDYROBERTS.NET

| he

VR TN Y VOUERY Dw S Lo LU



WHORE-@-SCOPES

AQUARIUS JAN 20-FEE 18
Even a vacuum takes a break from
sucking once in a while you hao!

PISCES FEB 19 - MAR 20

Funny that you can't spell “gym” but
you can spell “gonorrhea.” Why is
that?

ARIES MAR 21-APR 19
Even your shadow is morbidly
obese.

TAURUS APR 20- MAY 20
What medication did your doctor
put you on, because it's not
working.

GEMINI MAY 21 - JUN 20
I'm not sure what you were thinking
when you put on that outfit.

CANCER JUN 21 -JUL 22
Your very much overdue for a
software update.

LEO JUL 23-AUG 22

Hunny, each person gets one vote.
Weighing the same as 3 people
doesn’t get you more voles.

VIRGO AUG 23-SEFP 22
| think | found out what's wrong with
you. It's called Multiple Whoreosis.

LIBRA SEP23-0CT 22

I'd tell you to say what's on your
mind but that would be a short
conversation.

SCORPIO OCT 23-NOV 21
You're always the bigger person.

SAGITTARIUS NOV 22 -DEC 21
You should be very glad that being
ugly isn't a crimel!

CAPRICORN DEC 22- JAN 19
If you get any more wrinkles, you
could screw your hat on.



HOT NARKED POOL PRRTIES

HOT NAKED

SUNDAYS

FREE SHOTS / POOL/BOYS [ VIDEGS #MUSIC / GIVEAWAYS

www.islandhouse.com
1120 FLEMING ST KEY WEST 305.2904.6284
“All gay, hi trans, n:ulmm’xI + hruthtrs Htltm!.i A
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IsLAnd HouSe

1129 Fleming St - 305.294.6284

Day Pass Memberships Available 9am-1am

24hr food & bar full gym two jacuzzis
happy hour dry sauna sun loungers
pool parties steamroom sun deck

All Gay, Bi, Trans, Queer + Brothers Welcome



